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• IHA alongside other Forum members has been raising awareness about the 
Hydropower Sustainability Assessment Forum in an EU working group on 
implementation of the EU Linking Directive. 

• Background information: The EU-ETS Linking Directive regulates access for 
hydropower Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) credits to the European Trading 
System. Article 11b 6 of the Directive requires EU Member States to ensure that 
relevant international criteria and guidelines, including those contained in the World 
Commission on Dams (WCD) Report, are respected during the development of such 
project activities. The EU has however not provided guidance as to how compliance 
with the Directive should be assessed or documented, and different EU countries have 
undertaken very different approaches in implementation. A group of EU Member 
States is therefore attempting to develop guidance for a harmonized approach towards 
implementing the Linking Directive.  

• The EU working group has put forward a framework for compliance reporting, which 
draws from the WCD report, but in IHA’s opinion fails to operationalise it further. 
IHA was invited to comment on the draft and submitted comments, as did other 
Forum members, such as the Government of Norway and WWF.  

• In the comment, IHA raised awareness about the ongoing Forum process and 
proposed to the EU working group to consider adopting as a future permanent 
solution the enhanced Protocol resulting from the Hydropower Sustainability 
Assessment Forum in 2009. 

• In reaction, the coordinator of the EU Directorate-General Environment, who is the 
Coordinator of the EU working group, sent a letter to IHA (see attached). In the letter, 
the EU Commission expresses support to the process of the Forum on behalf of the 
members of the working group, and an interest to learn more about the Forum as well 
as to discuss pathways towards use of the Protocol as an assessment tool for CDM 
hydropower projects to be admitted into the European Trading System. 

• It would greatly increase the significance of the future enhanced Protocol if it were 
used as an assessment tool for CDM hydropower projects to be admitted into the 
European Trading System.  

 

Recommended action 
• Invite the coordinator or another representative of the EU working group to Forum 

meeting 4 (days 1 and 2) in order to discuss potentials of using the future enhanced 
Protocol as an assessment tool for CDM hydropower projects.  
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Attachment: Letter from the EU Commission, Directorate-General Environment 

 

 


